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an upper and a lower, meeting at an obtuse angle and
constituting the fourth and fifth sides of the plate. By
the lower of these two halves the two cartilaginous plates
are firmly blended into a whole. As, moreover, the
height of the two plates is considerable, the larynx is
thus provided with large, rigid walls, and the vocal
apparatus which they enclose adequately protected. They
also determine the outward form of the larynx, and in
thin persons especially are distinctly visible, the pro-
jection which they form being called the " Adam's apple."
The part played by the thyroid cartilage in connecting
the different parts of the larynx, and also as a basis for
its movements, will be shown presently; here we have
only to consider its direct participation in the structure
of the larynx. Now, we have already observed that the
tension of the vocal chords is due to the thyroid cartilage.
To produce this effect it must be attached to the anterior
end of the fissure, and accordingly we find this end
firmly attached in the receding angle formed by the
union of the two plates. The upper portion only of the
elastic sac is affected, however, by this attachment, the
rest lying free between the lower border of the thyroid
cartilage and the upper border of the cricoid, and pre-
senting the appearance, when viewed from before, of a
connecting wall between the two; it is called the crico-
thyroid membrane.

Eegular movement cannot be carried out without a
pivot and a moving force. The thyroid cartilage ac-
quires the former in the following manner. The posterior
border is prolonged above and below into stem-like
processes, which are called the superior and inferior
horns of the thyroid cartilage. The superior horn serves
for the attachment of the thyroid cartilage to the hyoid
bone. The lower horn articulates upon a small elevation